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Walk  and  Chew  Gum 


Can  the  peace  movement  do  both  at  the  same  time? 

The  urgent  agenda  facing  FCNL  today  includes 
building  support  in  Congress  to  end  the  U.S.  war 
in  Iraq,  putting  roadblocks  in  the  way 
of  U.S.  military  action  against  Iran, 
and  supporting  a  new  energy  policy 
that  reduces  the  danger  of  future  wars 
for  oil. 

Through  hard  work  and  focused 
action,  FCNL  lobbyists  this  year 
have  played  key  roles  in  zeroing  out 
funding  for  a  new  type  of  nuclear 
weapon  and  in  securing  House  passage  of  legis¬ 
lation  authorizing  a  civilian  peacebuilder  corps, 
which  could  be  sent  in  to  help  secure  delicate 
peace  agreements.  FCNL  also  built  momentum 
for  a  renewal  of  the  ban  on  cluster  bomb  exports. 
We  need  to  keep  working  at  this  urgent  agenda  in 
order  to  achieve  results.  FCNL  also  needs  to  carry 
out  important,  long-term  work  for  preventing  wars 
and  conflicts  tomorrow. 

FCNL  began  its  "War  Is  Not  the  Answer"  cam¬ 
paign  in  2001  not  only  to  oppose  the  immediate 
threat  of  a  military  response  to  the  events  of  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  2001,  but  also  to  identify  and  address 
foreign  policy  issues  that  could  lead  to  deadly  con¬ 
flict  in  the  long  term. 

U.S.-China  Relationship  Is  Key 

In  the  coming  months  and  years,  China  will  increas¬ 
ingly  become  the  focus  of  U.S.  foreign,  economic, 
and  energy  policy,  and,  although  the  United  States 
and  China  work  together  on  many  issues  of  global 
concern,  mistrust  and  disagreement  also  trouble  the 
U.S.-China  relationship. 

Michael  Klare,  the  author  of  Resource  Wars,  who 
spoke  at  FCNL's  Annual  Meeting  in  2004,  recently 


published  a  book  that  takes  a  close  look  at  U.S.  ener¬ 
gy  competition  with  China.  "Both  of  our  societies 
will  perish  by  the  car  or  survive  by  getting  beyond 
the  car,"  Michael  told  FCNL  in  summarizing  his  new 
book.  Rising  Powers,  Shrinking  Planet. 
"If  we  cling  to  the  car  in  our  society, 
and  China  copies  our  auto  culture,  we 
will  have  to  compete  for  oil." 

His  conclusion  is  that  the  United 
States  can  work  with  China  on  a  post¬ 
car  economy  or  compete  with  China 
for  resources  in  Africa,  the  Middle 
East,  and  Central  Asia. 

Many  people  in  Congress,  the  administration,  and 
the  Washington  policy  elite  are  calling  for  more 
cooperation  with  China.  Cooperation  works.  China 
played  a  key  role  in  the  Six  Party  Talks  that  helped 
the  United  States  convince  North  Korea  to  agree  to 
stop  its  nuclear  weapons  program. 

We  at  FCNL  believe  that  consistent,  open  diplomatic 
engagement  with  China  is  key  to  the  interests  and 
safety  of  our  global  community.  Without  a  solid 
framework  of  mutual  understanding  and  com¬ 
munication,  the  increasing  economic  competition 
between  the  United  States  and  China,  as  well  as 
disagreements  over  foreign  policy  and  energy  inter¬ 
ests,  could  lead  to  hostile  relations  and  even  military 
conflict.  As  part  of  that  commitment  to  open  engage¬ 
ment,  FCNL  sent  Executive  Secretary  Joe  Volk  to 
China  in  April  as  part  of  a  peace  delegation  that  m.et 
with  Chinese  leaders. 

The  defining  relationship  of  the  21st  century  may 
well  be  the  one  between  the  United  States  and 
China,  and  we  in  the  peace  movement  still  have 
time  to  define  it  in  a  way  that  creates  a  sustainable 
world  free  of  war  and  the  threat  of  war.  We  can  and 
must  both  walk  and  chew  gum.  ■ 
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Re-engage!  America  and  the  World  after 
Bush  —  An  Informed  Citizen's  Guide 

Helena  Cobban,  FCNL  Friend  in  Washington,  appeals  for  greater  U.S. 
cooperation  with  the  global  community. 


In  her  travels  to  18  foreign  countries  on  four  continents 
since  September  11,  2001,  journalist  Helena  Cobban  has 
witnessed  firsthand  the  deterioration  of  the  United 
States's  reputation  abroad.  With  her  new  book. 
Re-engage!  she  calls  on  the  United  States  to  move 
away  from  a  foreign  policy  of  military  solutions 
and  unilateral  action,  begin  to  repair  relationships 
with  other  countries,  and  increase  international 
cooperation. 


Re-engage!  connects  readers  to  the  information 
and  resources  they  need  to  effectively  advocate 
for  a  more  inclusive  U.S.  foreign  policy. 


Call  800-887-1591  for  toll-free  ordering.  You  can  also  order  the  book 
online  at  Amazon.com  or  check  your  local  independent  bookstore.  ■ 


Tax  Rebates  for  Peace 

43  percent  of  your  federal  tax  dollars  go  for  war.  Thab s  way,  way, 
way  too  much.  FCNL  works  to  change  this  equation  by  persuading 
Congress  to  fund  diplomacy,  development  assistance,  and  interna¬ 
tional  organizations  that  can  prevent  war. 

You  can  help  by  donating  all  or  part  of  your  "economic  stimulus" 
rebate  check  or  your  income  tax  refund  to  stimulate  peace!  We  use 
the  money  to  directly  lobby  Congress  for  peaceful  prevention  of 
deadly  conflict,  because  War  Is  Not  the  Answer. 

Please  mail  your  check  to  FCNL,  245  Second  Street,  NE,  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC  20002;  OR  charge  your  donation  to  your  credit  card  by 
calling  800-630-1330,  ext.  2538;  OR  donate  online  securely  by  going 
to  FCNL's  website,  www.fcnl.org,  and  clicking  on  "Donate  Now." 
(This  saves  paper,  time,  and  money.)  However  you  give,  please 
note  "Tax  Rebate  for  Peace." 


Joe  Volk,  Executive  Secretary 
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"China  Has  Stood  Up":  Joe  Volk's  China  Diary 


I 


the  trip  I  found  the  people  that  we  met  —  from  the 
officials,  to  the  academics,  to  the  private  citizens  — 
willing  to  listen  to  our  views  and  eager  to  offer  their 
own  interpretation  of  these  events. 


Beijing,  Aprii  21 

Energy  as  a  Critical  Issue 


This  summer  will  be  the  30th  anniversary  of  “the 
opening  up"  of  China.  The  opening  has  resulted  in 
small  and  large  changes,  from  the  wide  availability 
of  Western  clothes  to  the  remarkable  architecture  of 
public-  and  private-sector  buildings. 


The  streets  of  Beijing  are  choked  with  traffic,  lots  of 
cars  and  lots  of  people.  Many  of  the  regular  signs 
are  in  Chinese  and  in  English.  We  see  evidence  of 
the  booming  Chinese  economy  everywhere,  from 
the  giant  rooftop  cranes  and  shiny  buildings  to  con¬ 
struction  crews  and  dump 
trucks.  China  is  rising  rap¬ 
idly  on  the  world  economic 
stage  —  a  fact  that  will  cre¬ 
ate  as  many  challenges  as 
benefits  for  the  government 
and  people  here. 


China's  booming  economy 
has  meant  greater  need  for 
energy  to  sustain  industry 
and  construction,  as  well  as 
new  demand  for  cars  by  the 
Chinese  consumer.  In  the 
last  10  years,  car  sales  have 
increased  by  500  percent, 
and  China  is  the  second- 
largest  importer  of  crude  oil 
in  the  world.  New  energy 
needs  have  translated  into  a 
rapid  upsurge  in  fossil  fuel 
consumption. 

(continued  on  page  4) 


Seeing  China  through  the  lens  of  Beijing  today  gives 
new  meaning  to  the  revolutionary  declaration  that 
“China  has  stood  up."  China  stood  up  to  the  colo¬ 
nial  powers  and  took  back  its  self-determination; 
now  China  appears  to  have  stood  up  again  by  stan¬ 
ding  tall  in  the  world  economy. 


Beijing,  Aprii  19 
First  Impressions 

The  changes  in  China  were  obvious  to  me  as  soon  as 
we  got  out  of  the  airport.  On  my  last  trip  to  China  in 
1984,  my  first  impression  was  the  somewhat  dingy 
Beijing  airport  and  the  drive  to  my  hotel  along  an 
all  but  deserted  highway.  Then,  we  zipped  into  the 
city  very  quickly.  Today,  we  saw  a  modem,  efficient 
airport,  and  the  van  carrying  our  mostly  Quaker 
delegation  into  Beijing  got  stuck  in  a  40-minute 
traffic  jam. 

Our  hosts,  the  Chinese  People's  Association  for 
Peace  and  Disarmament,  aware  of  the  controversies 
in  the  United  States  about  Tibet,  Taiwan,  Darfur, 
and  a  range  of  human  rights  issues,  arranged  for 
our  first  meeting  to  be  a  discussion  with  the  Chinese 
Society  for  Human  Rights.  We  discussed.  I  won't  go 
into  these  off-the-record  discussions  here,  except  to 
say  that  we  spent  several  hours  exchanging  views 
and  trying  to  understand  each  other's  perspectives, 
which  are  different. 

We  had  been  cautioned  before  arriving  that  it  might 
be  difficult  to  talk  about  these  issues.  But  throughout 


Executive  Secretary  Joe  Volk  on  the  Great  Wall  of  China 
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Beijing,  April  22 
The  Peace  Forum 

Today's  daylong  Peace  Forum  went  well.  The 
meeting  was  by  invitation  and  included  scholars 
and  representatives  from  Chinese  civil  society. 
My  talk,  which  presented  a  five-point  agenda 
for  U.S. -China  relations,  was  well  received,  our 
hosts  being  gracious.  (Read  excerpts  from  that 
talk  on  page  6.) 

(continued  on  page  5} 


Diary  (continued  from  page  3) 


China,  like  the  United  States,  is  exploring  green 
technology  —  so  far.  I've  seen  solar  rooftop  water 
heaters,  electric  bicycles,  and  hybrid  cars  —  and  Tm 
convinced  that  these  efforts  would  receive  a  huge 
boost  from  a  cooperative  effort  by  our  two  countries 
to  find  sustainable  energy  alternatives  and  put  them 
to  use. 


China-Related  Legislation  in  Congress 


While  U.S.-China  relations  are  not  high  on  Congress's  agenda  right  now,  FCNL  has  identified  two  bills  that 
include  important  elementsTor  improving  relations  between  our  two  coimtries. 


United  States-China  Diplomatic  Expansion  Act  of 2007  (H.R.  3272) 

Introduced  by  Rep.  Mark  Kirk  (IL),  this  legislation  would  expand  the  U.S.  diplomatic  presence  in  China, 
promote  more  people-to-people  exchanges  between  the  United  States  and  China,  and  expand  cooperation 
with  China  on  other  issues. 


Energy  Independence  and  Security  Act  of 2007  (S.  193) 

Introduced  by  Sen.  Richard  Lugar  (IN),  this  legislation  would  establish  an  essential  framework  for 
cooperation  with  China  and  other  foreign  nations.  Although  FCNL  does  not  support  all  the  elements  of 
this  bill,  we  would  like  to  see  Congress  pass  legislation  that  encourages  (1)  increased  communication  and 
collaboration  with  China,  India,  and  other  foreign  governments  on  shifting  to  cleaner,  more  sustainable 
energy  sources,  and  responding  to  energy  crises,  as  well  as  (2)  the  formation  of  a  regional  energy- 
cooperation  forum. 
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Diary  (continued  from  page  4) 

Shanghai,  April  24 
Several  Countries  in  One 

Yesterday  in  Xi'an  was  wonderful.  Our  delegation 
visited  the  Wild  Goose  Pagoda  and  the  Terra  Cotta 
Army  before  departing  for  Shanghai.  We  arrived  at 
midnight.  My  hotel  is  the  Broadway  Mansion  in  the 
Bund  district  of  Shanghai,  and  my  window  over¬ 
looks  the  river  and  an  amazing  cityscape. 

Today,  Saturday,  we  will  attend  an  urban  planning 
exhibition  for  an  overview  of  the  development  on 
the  horizon  for  Shanghai.  Then,  after  lunch,  we  get 
on  the  Maglev  (magnetic  levitation)  train  and  ride 
out  to  the  airport  and  back  at  420  km /hour.  They 
say  the  19-mile  trip  (one  way)  takes  nine  minutes. 
This  evening,  we  have  a  banquet  hosted  by  Sha  Hai- 
lin,  deputy  secretary  general  of  the  Shanghai  Muni¬ 
cipal  People's  Government. 

In  my  time  here.  I've  come  to  think  of  China  as 
several  different  countries  wrapped  into  a  kind 
of  "one."  China  is  a  developing  country,  having 
brought  more  than  200  million  inhabitants  out  of 
poverty  in  the  past  30  years.  China  is  also  a  destitute 
country  that  still  has  many  poor  people. 

And  China  is  a  developed  country:  evidence  of 
growing  middle  and  wealthy  classes  is  all  around, 
from  the  high-end  goods  available  in  city  shops  to 
the  sheer  number  of  cars  we've  noticed  on  the  roads. 
As  China's  economy  grows,  the  rural-urban  gap,  the 


rich-poor  gap,  and  the  Eastem-Westem  regional  gap 
all  grow  with  it. 

State  officials  express  determination  to  close  these 
gaps,  but  with  1.3  billion  people  to  feed  every  day, 
and  with  energy  and  food  prices  rising,  they  will 
have  to  work  some  miracles  to  bridge  the  divides 
and  achieve  a  more  equitable  distribution  of  wealth 
and  opportunity. 

The  opening  that  is  evident  here  in  China  may  be 
a  mirror  on  our  U.S.  economic  and  social  situation. 
What  I  see  in  that  mirror  is  both  appealing  and 
worrisome. 


Shanghai,  April  28 

Strong  Partnership  Is  Essential 

Our  meetings  in  China  finished  with  two  sessions, 
one  with  the  Shanghai  Institute  for  International 
Studies  and  the  other  with  the  American  Studies 
Center  at  Fudan  University. 

During  our  time  in  China,  our  delegation  visited 
nine  institutes  that  focus  on  a  range  of  issues  — 
human  rights,  urban  planning,  energy  and  the 
environment,  and  peace  and  disarmament.  We 
also  met  with  many  interesting  and  informed 
people  in  Chinese  civil  society  and  government, 
including  three  mayors  and  a  number  of  high-level 
Communist  Party  of  China  officials. 

Our  experiences  ranged  from  meetings  with  scho¬ 
lars;  serious  conversations  with  officials;  engagement 
with  ordinary  people  in  markets,  hotel  lobbies,  and 
on  the  street;  and  visits  to  rural  villages.  We  saw 
many  wonderful  sights,  including  ancient  ones  like 
the  Great  Wall,  the  Wild  Goose  Pagoda,  the  Tomb  of 
the  Yellow  Emperor,  and  the  Terra  Cotta  Army,  as 
well  as  contemporary  ones  like  the  Beijing  Museum, 
the  Yangshan  Free-Trade  Deepwater  Port  Area,  and 
venues  for  the  upcoming  Olympics  in  Beijing. 

We've  made  some  friends  here,  too,  and  I  am  more 
convinced  than  ever  that  a  strong  partnership  bet¬ 
ween  the  United  States  and  China  is  essential  if 
our  two  countries  are  to  change  their  foreign  and 
economic  policies  to  better  care  for  the  Earth  and 
its  inhabitants.  China  will  be  a  major  player  in 
future  U.S.  policy,  and  smart  decisions  and  open 
communication  now  could  prevent  conflict  in  the 
years  to  come.  ■ 
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A  Five-Point  Agenda  for  Action 
in  U.S -China  Relations 


During  his  recent  trip  to  China,  FCNL  Executive  Secre¬ 
tary  Joe  Volk  spoke  at  the  Beijing  Peace  Forum,  an  event 
attended  by  scholars  and  representatives  from  Chinese  civ¬ 
il-society  groups.  He  began  his  April  22  speech,  excerpted 
here,  by  making  clear  his  delegation's  role  and  its  hopes  for 
the  China  visit. 

"As  you  listen  to  my  colleagues,  you  will  be  hearing 
from  people  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in 
peoples'  movements,  primarily  though  not  exclu¬ 
sively  in  the  United  States  but  always  independent 
of  the  U.S.  government. 

"Our  delegates  come  to  China  as  friends.  We  come 
believing  that  the  most  important  and  defining 
relationship  of  the  21st  century  may  well  be  the  one 
between  China  and  the  United  States.  We  believe 
that  the  really  big  problems  facing  humanity  - 
among  them  global  climate  change  and  competition 
for  scarce  resources  such  as  oil,  water,  and  food  - 
will  be  solved  if  China  and  the  United  States  engage 
those  threats  together,  peacefully  and  cooperatively. 
We  also  believe  that  those  big  problems  will  not  be 
solved  if  China  and  the  United  States  compete  as 
adversaries." 

joe  went  on  to  outline  an  agenda  for  action  on  traditional 
and  nontraditional  security  threats  that  the  United  States 
and  China  could  embark  on  together  in  the  next  decade. 

He  broke  this  plan  down  into  five  parts:  signing  the  Com¬ 
prehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty  (CTBT),  mitigating  climate 
change,  investing  in  sustainable  and  renewable  energy, 
joining  treaties  to  ban  landmines  and  cluster  bombs,  and 
promoting  the  peaceful  prevention  of  deadly  conflict. 

Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty 

"When  the  new  U.S.  administration  is  inaugurated 
in  January  2009,  China  and  the  United  States  could 
encourage  the  rest  of  the  world  that  a  new  era  of 
security  is  possible  by  simultaneously  ratifying  the 
CTBT." 

Climate  Change 

"In  the  21st  centur)',  the  existential  imperative  for 
every  national  government  is  to  stop  the  accelera¬ 
tion  of  global  warming....  The  challenge  facing  our 


two  countries,  therefore,  is  this;  How  can  we  work 
together  to  advance  necessary  human  development 
for  our  people  while  taking  the  dramatic  steps  that 
are  needed  to  leave  our  grandchildren  with  a  stable, 
safe  climate?" 

Sustainable  and  Renewable  Energy 

"If  nothing  changes,  global  demand  for  oil  will 
continue  to  climb,  but  supplies  of  oil  will  begin  to 
decline.  The  experts  tell  us  that  that  the  world  has 
reached  or  will  soon  reach  peak  oil  production. 

The  makings  of  a  resource  war  loom  on  our  hori¬ 
zon,  just  as  our  grandchildren  mature  into  adult¬ 
hood....  Humanity  will  have  to  find  sustainable  and 
renewable  sources  of  energy,  and  we  all  have  to 
replace  our  oil-based  infrastructure  with  traditional 
and  new  green  technologies." 

Treaties  to  Ban  Landmines 
and  Cluster  Bombs 

"The  United  States  and  the  People's  Republic  of 
China  are  two  of  only  39  countries  in  the  world  that 
have  not  signed  the  1997  Mine  Ban  Treaty,  which 
prohibits  production,  stockpiling,  use,  and  export  of 
antipersonnel  landmines....  China's  acceding  to  the 
Mine  Bane  Treaty  would  put  renewed  pressure  on 
the  United  States  to  join  the  treaty." 

Peaceful  Prevention  of  Deadly  Conflict 

"As  people  from,  the  United  States,  we  know  that  our 
people  and  the  people  of  other  countries  are  proud 
of  their  militaries  and  of  their  warriors.  We  know 
that  nations  will  not  soon  lay  down  their  weapons. 
We  can  anticipate  that  global  warming,  peak  oil 
production,  the  inevitable  migration  of  masses  of 
people,  and  the  rise  in  the  price  of  food  will  create 
more  conditions  for  conflict.  We  know  that  such 
conflict  may  become  deadly.  Thus,  we  believe  that 
the  creation  of  new  regimes  for  the  peaceful  preven¬ 
tion  of  deadly  conflict  is  an  urgent  project,  one  that 
will  depend  on  the  leadership  of  China  and  of  the 
United  States." 

You  can  find  the  full  text  of  this  speech  and  more  about 
China  on  our  website:  www.fcnl.org/china.  k 
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War  over  Oil  (continued  from  page  8) 
power  in  global  oil  institutions.  The  U.S.  Navy  con¬ 
trols  all  critical  energy-transport  sea  lanes.  The  U.S. 
military,  having  gone  to  war  twice  in  Iraq  to  secure 
access  to  Persian  Gulf  oil,  is  now  expanding  its  influ¬ 
ence  into  Central  Asia  and  Africa. 

China's  global  oil  strategy  responds  to  these  per¬ 
ceived  vulnerabilities  by  reaching  out  to  oil-produc¬ 
ing  states  and  enhancing  its  military  capacity.  But 
these  are  not  ideal  strategies  for  China,  since  long¬ 
term,  high-risk  investments  in  unstable  states  have 
great  economic  and  political  costs,  while  military 
modernization  diverts  scarce  resources  away  from 
economic  development  at  home.  And  both  policies 
raise  tensions  with  the  United  States,  China's  largest 
investor  and  trading  partner. 

The  "China  Threat”  Approach 

For  some  people  in  Washington,  China's  global  oil 
strategy  is  a  menace  to  U.S.  interests.  They  would 
deny  China  access  to  energy  resources,  build  up 
U.S.  military  capacity,  and  strengthen  alliances  with 
key  oil-producing  states.  Africa,  which  supplies 
over  a  quarter  of  China's  oil  and  gas  imports  and  is 
expected  to  provide  a  quarter  of  all  U.S.  oil  imports 
by  2015,  is  already  emerging  as  the  next  point  of 
discord.  The  newest  U.S.  military  command,  AFRI- 
COM,  focuses  on  the  Gulf  of  Guinea,  a  region  domi¬ 
nated  by  major  oil-producing  states. 

Efforts  to  deny  China  access  to  oil  are  dangerously 
misguided.  If  Beijing  believes  that  the  United  States 
is  manipulating  energy  policies  to  weaken  and  con¬ 
tain  it,  it  will  likely  accelerate  military  modernization 
and  energy  links  to  dubious  regimes.  Hard-liners  in 
Beijing  will  be  strengthened,  rendering  the  "China 
threat"  a  self-fulfilling  prophecy. 

Engaging  China  over  Oil 

As  the  two  largest  consumers  of  oil  worldwide, 
the  United  States  and  China  share  common  inter¬ 
ests:  avoiding  disruption  to  global  energy  supplies, 
ensuring  political  stability  in  key  oil-producing 
regions,  accelerating  the  development  of  alterna¬ 


tive  energy  sources,  limiting  domestic  consumption, 
increasing  energy  efficiency,  creating  greater  transit 
and  fuel  flexibility,  and  reducing  the  environmental 
impacts  of  fossil  fuel  consumption.  Here  are  three 
strategies  to  build  mutual  trust  while  reducing  the 
risk  of  U.S.-China  armed  conflict  over  oil. 

First,  the  United  States  could  engage  China  in  multi¬ 
lateral  energy  institutions.  China's  current  exclusion 
from  International  Energy  Agency  (lEA)  emergency 
oil-sharing  arrangements  adds  to  price  volatility. 
Although  Chinese  membership  is  unlikely  (the  lEA 
requires  that  all  members  be  democracies  adhering 
to  international  human  rights  norms),  the  United 
States  could  promote  an  lEA-Chinese  partnership  in 
developing  energy-efficient  technology  and  respond¬ 
ing  to  oil-supply  disruptions;  it  could  also  encourage 
China  to  take  a  less  mercantilist  approach  to  meeting 
its  energy  demands. 

Second,  the  United  States  could  encourage  Chinese 
energy  efficiency  and  environmental  protection. 
Chinese  government  policies  have  begun  to  rec¬ 
ognize  the  need  to  improve  energy  efficiency  and 
increase  use  of  new  energy-saving  technologies. 
However,  China's  current  bureaucratic,  technical, 
and  economic  limitations  will  likely  undermine 
such  ambitious  efforts.  Through  the  Asia-Pacific 
Partnership  on  Clean  Development  and  Climate 
and  other  mechanisms,  the  United  States  should 
expand  its  support  for  research  and  development 
programs  that  promote  China's  use  of  renewable 
energy  and  transportation  fuels,  clean  coal  tech¬ 
nologies,  carbon  sequestration,  and  energy  and 
fuel  efficiencies. 

Third,  the  United  States  could  improve  its  own 
energy  efficiency.  All  good  foreign  policy  starts  at 
home.  The  United  States  remains  an  energy  glutton, 
a  country  where  energy-efficiency  and  conserva¬ 
tion  measures  result  from  private-sector  reactions  to 
the  market  rather  than  from  comprehensive  public 
policy.  Even  after  passage  of  the  2005  Energy  Policy 
Act,  experts  still  project  that  U.S.  dependence  on 
imported  oil  will  double.  Reducing  this  dependence 
is  the  key  to  preventing  future  conflicts  with  China 
over  oil.  ■ 
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Would  the  United  States  and  China 
Really  Go  to  War  over  Oil? 

James  Reilly  is  Quaker  International  Ajfairs  Representa-  in  multilateral  energy  institutions,  and  (3)  improve 
tive,  East  Asia,  for  the  American  Friends  Service  Commit-  U.S.  energy  efficiency  and  conservation. 
tee.  He  is  based  in  Dalian,  China. 

China's  Oil  Concern 


It  is  an  unlikely  but  terrifying  possibility.  As  Chi¬ 
nese  state-owned  companies  scour  the  globe  for 
oil  and  gas  to  fuel  their  country's  rapid  economic 
growth,  criticism  of  China  for  supporting  despotic, 
oil-rich  regimes,  for  driving  up  U.S.  gas  prices, 
and  for  worsening  global  warming  has  grown 
more  strident.  Some  Washington  hard-liners  say 
the  United  States  should  prepare  for  future  energy 
conflict  with  China  by  strengthening  alliances  with 
key  oil  producers  while  denying  China  access  to 
strategic  oil  supplies. 

Such  policies  would  increase  Chinese  concern  about 
the  security  of  oil  supplies,  encourage  China  to  lock 
in  oil  resources  from  unsavory'  regimes,  and  under¬ 
mine  moderates  in  Beijing.  Hard-line  policies  on  oil 
could  even  become  a  self-fulfilling  prophecy,  foster¬ 
ing  a  new  Cold  War  betweer  the  United  States  and 
China. 

An  alternative  is  available.  Through  cooperation  and 
dialogue,  China  and  the  United  States  could  advance 
their  common  interest  in  seojre  access  to  sustainable 
energy  resources  at  fair  prices  while  avoiding  costly 
and  dangerous  competition  over  scarce  oil.  Three 
key  steps  are  to  (1)  support  energy  efficiency  and 
environmental  protection  in  China,  (2)  engage  China 


China's  economic  boom,  fueled  by  its  massive  sup¬ 
ply  of  soft  coal,  has  begun  to  overwhelm  its  domestic 
energy  resources.  While  coal  still  meets  65  percent  of 
China's  primary  energy  needs,  the  percentage  filled 
by  imported  oil  is  growing.  A  net  oil  exporter  in 
1993,  China  today  is  the  world's  third-largest  import¬ 
er  and  the  second-largest  consumer  of  oil.  Over  the 
next  15  years,  its  demand  is  expected  to  roughly 
double. 

. ;  .<^020,  China  will  likely  import  70  percent  of  the  oil 
it  consumes,  compared  to  40  percent  today.  China's 
leaders  worry  that  this  dependence  on  imported 
oil  leaves  them  vulnerable,  since  long-term  global 
energy  "scarcity"  that  undermines  economic  growth 
and  increases  unemployment  could  bring  social 
instability. 

Beijing  also  worries  that  the  United  States  will 
exploit  its  energy  weakness.  China  sees  the  United 
States  as  the  global  energy  giant,  importing  almost 
twice  China's  total  oil  consumption  and  account¬ 
ing  for  one-quarter  of  the  world's  daily  oil  use.  The 
world's  third-largest  oil  producer  after  Saudi  Ara¬ 
bia  and  Russia,  the  United  States  wields  enormous 
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